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Disclaimer

This Report was prepared by California Public Utilities Commission (CPUQ) dta§ not

necessarily represent the viewstbe CPUC, its Commissioners, or the State of Californig

The CPUC, the State of California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make n

warrants, expressd or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this Repo

This Report has not been approved or disapproved by the CPUC.
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COMPLIANCE WITHORDERINGPARAGRAPH{COPS)

ThroughSeptember 30202Q the Rail Safety Division (RSD) sbd@89total entries in the
COPSystem with 0 reaching complianc287 (99%) not yet due for compliance, and 0 (0%)
out of compliance. 0 are pending verificati@88 (10®6) of all Ordering Paragraplare

assigned to members of stafOneOrdering Paragrapis pending assignmernb staff.

DuringSeptember2020 there were0 new OPs recorded to the COPS database for the Rall

Safety Division.

RSD COPS Statistics N = 289
January 2019 September 2020

1,0%

288, 100%

= IN COMPLIANCE = NOT IN COMPLIANCE = NOT YET DUE
= NOT A COMPLIANCE ITe:NIOT ASSIGNED
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MONITORING THEWHISTLEBLOWERWEBSITE

¢tKS wAaal {SOUGA2Yy KIFra 0SSy 20SNBRSSAy3 Ayalr1S ¥
FLILJX AOF A2y 2y (K Swhistkiowdr arétdctoys@ra afforded to atifitfi S @

employees and contractors who report potentially unsafe or illegaticas.

STATISTICS 1/01/ 207 9/3 0/20

Note: This is for complaints filed using thelore Whistleblower Application ONLY.

Confirmed or Possible Whistleblower Complaifail Safety
Division 2020
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RAILROAD OPERATIONSSAFETYBRANCHZ ROSB

In September2020, the RSCRaifoad Operations Safety Branch (RO8&)pleted the

following:
Railroad Operations Safety Branc gggc') 2Y0T2[())
New Incidents Investigated 5 70
Informal Complaints Investigated 0 24
Safety Assessments/Reviews 15 105
Compliance Actions 803 9609
Major Inspections Completed 3 24
Operation Lifesaver Presentations 0 11

September 1, 2020Six CPUC Rail Safety Inspectors took part in a-disdiipline inspection of
the Central California Traction (CCT) Railroad in the Port of Stockton. The purpose of the multi
discipline inspection was teerify compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), CPUC

General Orders (&X) and railroad operating and safety rules.

During the inspection, the inspectors noted that the train crew was not complying with the
regulation regarding proper opation of hand operated switches. While operating the hand

operated switchthe crew member did not verifghat it was properly lined for their intended

route, that the points fit properlyand the targetA ¥ Slj dzA LILJISREX O2 NNB a L2y Ra
position. Additionally, the inspectors observed the crew not complying with their railroad safety
rules by walking directly across the track with less than 20 feet from the front of their

locomotive while it was moving towards them. While checking the Port ok&in@nd satellite

yards for proper securement of unattended equipmgihie inspectors observed a crossover

track not lined for a corresponding route as required. If the crossover is not correctly lined, it

may cause a derailment or come into contact watfuipment or personnel on an adjacent

track.
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The inspectors discussed the situation with the operating crews during a break in their
switching duties. The inspectors emphasized the extreme danger of walking in front of moving
equipment without sufficientlistance, which could cause serious injuries or even death if
employeeswere to stumble or trip while crossing the tracks. The inspectors also discussed
properly operating hand throw switches and the hazards to other crews and equipment when
crossovers a not lined correctly for a corresponding routéailure to keep the crossovers in a
corresponding route could result in a collision with other equipmamnpersonnej or cause a
derailment. The defects noted were discussed with the CCT General Manager who took

remedial action to correct the situation to prevent any reoccurrence that may affect safety.

The inspectors also performed an inspection of the CCT yard aoolvered several CPUC GO

26-D, 72B, and 118A defects. The inspectors observed several trees and tumble weeds
ANRBGAYI SAUGKAY yQ cé¢ 2F (GKS OSYUuSNIAyS 2F | @
clearancewhich could cause an employee riding the sadl@ car to be struck and injured.

Additionally, while inspecting the grade crossing at Washington and Garfield St., the inspectors
identified two areas at the crossing where the asphalt has risen above the top of the rail instead

of being flush with topf rails, not corresponding to the height of railhead. This condition does

not meet GO 7B Standard No. 1 requirements. The inspectors additionally noted debris in the

gl t1o6l@& ySINI GKS ONRaaAy3I ¢ iedidgy tripp@dazardt N2 Y (K
for employees potentially on the ground to flag the crossing.

The inspectors also performed an inspection of 20 ethanol cars at Pacific Ethanol. The

inspectors found two tank cars with several defective conditions during the inspeatioch

included freight car truck side bearings worn beyond manufacture limits, an air brake reservoir

tank mounting bracket broken, an end platform broken, and a rail car end coupler height too

low. The defects were documented and reported to the CCT General Mandgetook

remedial action to correct the defects and bring the yard and all cars into regulatory

compliance.
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September 7, 2020A CPUC Rail Safety Inspector who specializes in Operating Practices
LISNF2NXYSR 'y AyaLSOdA2yrygaid. Dunhd tReyinspedtightaff A OQa /[ A
noted a locomotive that was physically fouling another track. A civil penalty was recommended

for the equipment left physically fouling the track.

September 8, 2020PUC Rail Safety Inspectors conducted an inspection of the Union
Pacific (UP) Placervilkeanch near Rancho Cadova. Thisinspection focusedon
information received from UP employees that wexancernedwith signsalongMather

Held Roal, which werefelt to present a close clearanceontact hazad.

Aninspection of signsadjacent to the UPtracksin the arearevealed that three highway

warning sgnsat thislocation created a contact hazard for railroad employeesriding

equipment. Thesesignswere placed within8®¢ of the centerline of the track andwere not in
compliance withGO26-D. The purposeof GO26-D ist2 & LINB @ SandifatalijeLtozNA S &
trainmen by providing a minimum standard for overhead and side clearance on the railroad
0 NJ Qtjs&oé uncommon for trainmento ride the sidesof equipment in thisareawhen

moving &il carsto a nearby industry. Thesesignswere socloseto the tracksthat a railroad
employeeriding the side of moving equipnent would suely havebeenknocked off the car and
severely injured or killed. As a result of the inspection, the railroad moved the signs to bring

them into regulatory compliance.

September 9, 2020 A CPUC Rail Safety Inspector conducted a hazardous materials compliance
follow up inspection at JCI Jones @heal in Torrance, California. The follow up inspection was
scheduled after an initial inspection on July 16, 2020. During that inspetitene were

several norcompliant issues identified for both Federal and State rail safety regulafidrese
centered around the facilities training procedures, walkway issaad tank car unloading. The
issues posed a serious threat to both the employees of the facility and the public surrounding
the plant. The facility handles tank cars containidgorine, which is a dangerous toxic hazard.

The follow up inspection determined that company management implemented the necessary
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corrections to the facility and its processes to bring them into compliance with Federal and

State rail safety regulations.

Septemberl5, 2020:.CPUC Rail Safety Inspectoosiducteda routine Operating Practice (OP)
Ay aLllS oz ythrget YardriLhg Ahgeléandyobserved wheel skates and other
mechanical department assets in the walkwdyrack 832hat were not in compliancwith

GO 118A (3) which statesthe standards of each railroad corporation shall contain provisions
for reasonably safe and adequate walkways adjacent to its tracks in all switching dieas.
wheel skatesn particularposed a tripping hazard to emploge that workwithin the area. The
inspectors spoke to the Amtrak Mechanical Superintendent and notified him of the non

compliant tripping hazardHe thentook remedial action to correct the hazard.

September 30, 2020A CPUC Rail Safety Inspector conducted an inspection of the BNSF Railway
Bakersfield train yard tracks. The inspectors observedemnpliance with GO 118. There

was a red flag and portable derail in the walkway creating a tripping hazard to railroad
employees. GO 118 requiresthat areas used as walkwagse to have regular and even

surfaces free of tripping hazards without grades exceeding one to eight slope, in the walkways
around the tracks where train crews are required to switch or perform inspestof trains that

may stop for emergency. The train crews must have a safe walking path to prevent tripping
hazards that could cause injury or harm. As a result of the inspection, the defective material

was immediately removed, and the hazardous trigpaondition was corrected.

September 30, 2020A CPUC Rail Safety Inspector performed a follow up inspection to a
November 22, 2019 inspection whereC®UC Rail Safety Inspector took exception to the
surface of a public grade crossing in La Miradafd@aia on the BNSF Railway San Bernardino
Subdivision. The inspector took exception to the condition of the crossing and identified the
defective condition on a CPUC GO report for-sompliance with CPUC GO-B2The crossing
was rough due to the age dii¢ crossing and the heavy traffic on this road. The track had
settled and was no longer at an even plane with the highway. While performing the follow up

inspection the inspector confirmed that BNSF has brought the crossing into regulatory
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compliance by mnoving the deteriorated crossing panels, refpagthe track structure, and

pauvngover the crossing with asphalt.

Incidents Assigned for Investigation
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Safety Assessments/Reviews
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Operation Lifesaver
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RAIL CROSSINGS ANENGINEERINGBRANCHZ RCEB

In September 2020, the Rail Crossings and Engineering Branch (RCEB) compleliesvthg:fo

September Closed

Closed YTD
Crossing Incident Reviews 18 186
Safety Assessments/Quiet 35 430
Zones/Reviews/Training
Proceedings, Resolutions and G.O. 88-B 11 87
Reviews
Operation LifeSaver Presentations 1 13

RAIL CROSSINGNCIDENTINVESTIGATIONS

In September 2020, RCEB closed 18 incidents at higraidat-grade crossings (crossings).

These 18 incidents resulted in three fatalities and five injuries.
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Incidents Reviewed September 2020
YTD =186

SAFETYASSESSMENTQUIET ZONES ANOREVIEWS

In September 2020, RCEB geted 35 raHcrossing safety assessments involving:
communications, field inspections, meetings, quiet zone reviews, staff training, and diagnostic
reviews with railroads and local agencies. These activities review existing crossings and

proposed changet® crossing warning devices.

Safety AssessmentsSeptember 2020
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